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Red MON G the various. *bleflings 


the liberty of the preſs muſt be acknow-. 

6 ledged one of the chief enjoyments we 
4 bal —4 to boaſt of; it may be called the 
* firmeſt ſecurity, if not the foundation of. 
all, other liberty ; , and 1 dare. venture to 
affirm, that no innovation in government 
I can poſlibly take place while this grand 
| bulwark of e our lives and fortunes _— 
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4 we enjoy as Engliſhmen, and 
| Ned which give us a pre- eminence, 
over all other nations in the known world, 
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ſubſiſt Let it then be PET” 
with gratitude, and to the immortal ho- | 


nour of the illuſtrious 3 of Hanover, 


that not the leaſt encroachment has been 


made, on this invaluable bleſſing, du- 
ring their mild and gracious adminiſtra- 


tion; and notwithſtanding the heavy 
complaints we are continually making of 


venality and corruption, it has never yet 


been in the pov er of @ miigiſter, to ſtop! 


the current of publication, nor has the 


arm of authority been lifted tq pupiſh agy.. 


_ublic writer, except he abuſed. this glo- 


rious privilege, by proſtituting it to the- 
baſe defigas: of. blaſphemy, + treaſon,: or 
abandoned lewdneſs. Eyen perſonal abuſe 
of the great, eonveyed in the meanaſt 
and moſt ſcurrilous terms, has | leaped un⸗ 
noticed; and every public. tranſaction, 
bas been quietly ſuffered to ; undergo. the 


&rutiny of the; vileſt of .the Gcub-Qireet, 
race. Witneſs the low, un mec hing wit 
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ticiſms, impertinent queries, and ſtupid 
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temarks, lately publiſhed on the affairs of 


we nation. In other countries. our li- 
berty of the preſs, is greatly inveighed 
| againſt on account of ſuch; productions; 
but God forbid, we ſhould inſtitute a re- 
medy worſe than the diſeaſe, and ſubje& 
every author to che partiality of an im- 


primatur, or the dread of a Baſtile: if 


this was to be the caſe, how many valu- 


able productions would be buried in ob- 


livion for reaſons of ſtate by the former ; 
and how many good authors would be de- 


terred by the latter, from inſtructing and 


entertaining their countrymen ! the en- 
thuſiaſt might. then unnoticed, deal out 
_ damnation from the pulpit; for the dread 

of the Baſtile, or a more infernal Inquiſi- 
* would ſilence all N 


1 ſhould; not then ſtand up! in defence 
of the powers of reaſon in matters of re- 
ligion, or endeavour to diſſuade the un- 

W wary from being caught in the ſnares of 
5 A 2 re- 


* 


% 


- 
— 


6 


—u— —— — 
ew 
LA 


— " - 
*» © — — — — — — — — — 


( iv ) 


religious politicians : : a people who bad 


ſo far loſt their liberty as to ſubmit to 
theſe tyranical impoſitions, would not 
be worth reclaiming: but thanks be to 


God, far otherwiſe is the caſe at preſent 
with you my couutrymen; and therefore 
1 ſhall with freedom addreſs myſelf to you 


in the following pages, on a religious 
enormity, which has lately got to ſuch a 
height, that it calls aloud for the pen of 


ſome able writer to put a ſtop to its rapid | 


progreſs, and prevent its baleful influ- 

ence: I mean the modern practice of ſome 
divines, who preach eternal | damnation, 
with as much eagerneſs and induſtry, as 


their heavenly maſter, when on earth, 


preached ſalvation; and who make no 
ſcruple publicly to declare, that unleſs 
you believe in Chriſt according to the ſin- 
gular principles of methodiſm, you muſt 


infallibly die and be Ee. 
es 


3 


6 


1 9 * 
| Theſe words I have had thundered in my 
ears every time I have attended a once 


eloquent and ſenfible preacher: * theſe 
are the words that gave ciſe to this publi- 
cation, and I ſhall think myſelf extremely 
happy, if my weak endeavours. to ſerve 
the cauſe of true religion, ſhould excite 
ſome able writer to prove, that theſe men 
are not the true diſciples of Chriſt; and 
that they are by no means intitled to the 
character of being Chriſt's ambaſſadors 


here on earth. For my own part, I ſhall 2 


content myſelf with offering to the pub- 
lic my ſentiments on this pernicious me- 
thod of preaching, and I heartily wiſh I 
may ſo far ſucceed, as to leſſen the num- 
ber of their devotees, and conſequently 
their ſalaries; for I am convinced that 
worldly intereſt is at the bottom of their 
enthuſiaſtic declamations ; and that all 
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their proceedings are a / doininuct ſeties 


rang 5 (1909 2159 
* PREV 8 for the title of 


this punphle e, which ſohie' may think 
extremely impreper and tude; but my 
teaſon for it wes; that I might induce the 
fine gentlemen of the age to inſpect it, 


und ſutprize them into the reading of 


2 pamphlet on a religious ſubject, by this 
abrupt title page, wich bears ſuch a 
ſtrong reſemblance to their favourite ex- 
- preflions im common converſation: had I 


intitled it, entbufaſm or merhodrſm diſplayed, 


the very notion of a ſpiritual treatiſe would 
Have diſguſted them, and my little pro- 


duction would never have found ifs way 


479 The firſt edition was publiſhed with the title of 
Dit and be Damned, only; but the candour with which 
has beeen received, even as à religious piece, and the 
recommendation of ſeveral worthy gentlemen, who 
thought it might be more extenſively uſeful; and more 


' * fikely to be read, by ſome of the deluded methodiſts 


dye ogy has induced the author to put a fuller title. 
i into 


{ 
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fact, the very expreſſion taken. from the 


"_ 


C 


inte the catalogygs of the palite coffee 
hquſes : but; while under this canciſe 


title, à general, a miniſter of ſtate, chief 


magiſtrate, at tuen a player may be hint - 
ed at; it is poſſible it may be bought aut 
of curiosity, and read for want: of other 


employment, or, as tho French call it 


pour paſſor le temps: with-the public, I may 
ſtand excuſed for this title, as it is, in 


mouth of one who is called a preacher 
offfighteouſnes 


I have only to add, chat as the laws of 
the land moſt prudently forbid the diſ- - 


turbing a miniſter in his pulpit, and we 
are thereby obliged to hear all abſurdities 
patiently, the preſs is the only proper 
means of publiſhing our objections to 


them; and where theſe abſurdities affect 
the public, it is hoped they will excuſe _ 
the man, who, with an honeſt intention 


+ Lab 2 though he is guilty of ine- 
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( { viii ); 
legance of expreffion;, and is unable to 
ſtand the teſt of literary criticiſmi and 


will lock upon the following pages in the! 


light of friendly hints, which contain 
ſome miſcellaneous remarks on a ſubjeR -, 
of importance, that may not be alto- 
gether unworthy of the public attention, 
though not conveyed in that neceſſary 

form and order, which are obſerved by 
thoſe who are profeſſed ſcholars. 
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HE Nithe! bhriſtian religion 
WW was firſt promulgated, I think 
E it cannot be. diſputed that it 
was taught in its greateſt pu- 
rity and ſimplicity; and as it was not to 
be confined to that age and country alone 
wherein it:was-firſt publiſhed, it became 
neceſſary to lay a proper foundation for 
tranſmitting it down to the lateſt po- 
ſterity, in the ſame purity and ſimplicity 
B | "was 
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impurities and abſurdities; it was there- 
fore neceſſary that thoſe who had been 
witneſſes of our Saviour's exemplary life, 


| his meritorious death, his glorious reſur- 


rection and aſcenſion, ſhould record theſe 
wonderful facts in writings, which might 


be copied, and likewiſe tranſlated into the 
different languages, of that part of the 


known world which then embraced chric- 
tianity, and from them be handed dowh 


to r ages. 


Fot this valunble end the evangeliſts | 


and apoſtles wrote and theſe writings or 
ſcriptures we of this nation at preſent en- 
joys in their greateſt purity, in which the 


terms of our ſalvation: are ſo clearly laid 


down, and our duty as chriſtians fo ob- 


vious, that he that runneth may read; 


they are intelligible to the meaneſt capa- 


city, and want no forced interpretations, 
"att: ſeholaſtic ern to teach the 
great 
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 venly founder. Oral tradition could, vey 1. 
ver have anſwered this valuable purpoſe: * nd 
we know how fubje& it has ever beer. t 
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great duties of a chriſtian life, What 
then can have given 1 riſe to thoſe diſputes 


and quarrels, which have diſgraced ſome 
of the principal profeſſors and teachers of 


chriſtianity, from the age of the apoſtles. 


to the preſent times; and to thoſe bloody 
wars, and inhuman maſſacres, on account 


of religion, which were unknown in the 


world, till the unhappy diſputes amongſt 
chriſtians; gave birth to theſe amazing 
horrors ?. St. Peter has told us in a few 
words, the unſtable and unlearned, be- 
cauſe there are ſome things bard to 
be. underſtood, wreſft theſe as they do alſo 
the other Kere 10 their own e 
tion -. 10 

Defigning men began to do this in his 
time; and they have continued the prac- 
tice of it ever ſince; for had the apoſtle 


lived in our day and nation, he could not 


have given a more accurate deſcription of 
the prevailing diſpoſition of ſome of our 
Wen — who through. covetouſ- 


> 118t. Peter, ch, W. v. 46. 


3 ö * a N 8 


— Ä — MT cr —— — ay 


: 


„ ** 1 * 
—— —— —y—ę4— —„-—p —— —— — — 


* 
1 
— : ——— WMW — 


0 * 2 — "ES not ns 


5 5 8 4 4 * 
1 * ** * 


v. 


) 


neſs, with feigned words make merchan- 
dize of the people *. It is to be feared 


they wreſt the ſcriptures, not only to their 
own deſtruction, but to that of many 
thouſands ; at leaſt, to all human appear- 


ance; but who dare ſet limits to the ten- 
der mercies of heaven! God forbid that 


we ſhould: pretend to ſhut the door of 
mercy againſt theſe falſe teachers, though 
they conſign the bulk of mankind, that 


is, thoſe Who are not their * to 
n damnation. 8 


30 SALTY) 


It is owing to 155 falſe interpretition of 
ſcripture to ſerve the particular purpoſes 
of ſome of the profeſſors of chriſtianity, 
that this pure, this holy religion, has 
aſſumed a different ſhape in almoſt every 
country where it has been propagated ; 
and that even the doctrines of a Luther 
or Calvin, in travelling from one country 
to another, are ſo altered and diſguiſed; 
that their great founders were they on 


I earth, would _— OY ae own wiz 
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ciples ; to this we owe the perverting the 


ſenſe of the moſt obvious and eaſy texts of 


ſcripture, to ſerve the purpoſes of idola- 


try, ſuperſtition, and cruelty, in ſome 
countries, and of uncharitableneſs in 
others. How many paſſages of holy writ 


. will not the catholic point out, to ſup- 


port the authority and infallibility of his 


Pope, and from the ſame pure fountains 


will he not draw the bloody water of per- 
ſecution ? will he not quote authority 


from ſcripture, to canonize and then to 


adore men, of like infirmities with our- 


ſelves ? nay, will he not make uſe of the 


miracles wrought by our Saviour and his 


apoſtles to ſupport all the frauds and i im- 


poſitions practiſed in baſe imitation of 


them, to delude credulous and weak 
minds? 


* SY ——— 


in need of miracles: wherever, therefore, men pretend 
to immediate inſpiration from heaven, or to be able to 


work miracles, at this time of day when the chriſtian 


church is eſtabliſhed on a rock which never can be 
removed, always conclude that they are impoſtors ; 
and that their religion centers in worldly gain. 


DNA 4 a Every 


* Believe me, the church in its infancy alone ſtood” 


(14) 


Every a of religion arm their pre- 


tenſions to ſuperior rectitude, with texts 


of ſeripture; and it often happens that 
the ſame paſſages are uſed. to ſupport. 
tenets as oppoſite to each other as light 
to darkneſs ; for the truth of which I re- 


fer my readers to the writings of the 


founders of the various ſects of chriſ- 
tianity, in the dee and ſeventeenth 
centuries, ; 


e 


Hang thus mentioned the general 


motives of wreſting the ſcripture, ſuch as 
the making them patronize ſuperſtition 


and cruelty, and ſerye the baſe purpoſes 


of avarice and ambition; I ſhall now 


confine | myſelf to the various ſhapes 


; chriſtianity aſſumes at preſent in our day | 


and nation, and endeayour to trace ſome 


of the cauſes of the diſunion of chriſtians 
amongſt us, to the fountain head; 
namely, the wreſting of the ſeriptures by | 


the unlearned and unſtable ; and I may 
add, even by the learned, to promote the 


| W of their particular paſſions: 


And 
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( 15 ) © 
Add if it can be proved according to 
celebrated writer, that the diſunion of 


© chriſtians is more prejudicial to the 


* cauſe of chriſtianity than the writings 


* of its enemies, we ſhall have little 


reaſon to accuſe the infidelity of the pre- 
ſent age with ſo much warmth from the 
pulpit; as the cauſe of the cool re- 
ception chriſtianity meets with amongſt 
people of high rank and education: 
and we ſhall ſtill have the leſs reaſon for 
this groundleſs charge, if what an emi- 
nent and univerſally admired' writer * has 


ſaid; be true, that infidelity is not the 


characteriſtie of this age; and that the 
works of a late noble lord, tho” fraught 
with the very marrow of infidelity 
c were not badly. received: But divines 
will ever differ in opinion, and thougls 
this eminent writer tells us, © that t iS, 
nage is not deep in ſpeculations of infide-. 
©lity,” if you attend on ſome: preachers, 
vou will hear of. nothing but the infide-- 

lity of the ay a of Engfand; and 
— — 


— —— "LEAVITT of che Urnen = 
Principles of the Times. | 
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will be told that » our misſortunes, pub- 

lic or private, are owing to our living in 

a. ſtate of infidelity: I uſe, their own 
words *: that nothing but the thin 

« vital air which we breath, , ſeparates us 

« from eternal damnation, and that unleſs 0 

* we come unto Chriſt Jeſus immediately, 

© we ſhall all die and be damn d. In anſ- 

wer to this I ſay, that the different me- 

thods of preaching: the goſpel; and the 

diſunion of its profeſſors, proceeding from ; 

their miſinterpreting ſctipture to ſerve 

particular purpoſes, is the cauſe of that 

R among er which: 


» ak 


ad. 
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* The author of this W N cannot write, cd 
hand; and therefore depended on his memory for the 
above paſſage, which was printed as exact as he could 
recollect it from Mr. R—-'s own mouth, as delivered i in | 
the pulpit : But for the ſatisfaction of the curious, the” 
real paſſage as it ſtands in Mr, R—--'s ſermons, - on 
Solomon's ſong now in print, is here inſerted, all. 
you who fly with eager haſte from temporal danger, be | 
eaſy andcareleſs, while the Almighty God is your ene. | 9 
my; and he may this moment come and get glory to 
all his attributes, by your everlaſting deſtruction? on 
you think yourſelves ſecure in this caſe, while there is 

only this little light vapour in ar noſtrils between | 


you and hell ? p. 31. dation? 
FB they 


(En 


| they pretend to amend, by thundering 


damnation in their ears; and by giving it 
the harſh name of Ar. 


Ever fas the reformation we have 
been clearing chriſtianity from that cloud 
of ſuperſtition and error which the Ro- 
miſh clergy had thrown over it; and in 
this glorious undertaking we have as a na- 


tion hitherto ſucceeded, and eſtabliſhed a 


charch, in which the rites and ceremo- 
nies of the chriſtian religion, as well as 
its doctrines, ſeem to be preſerved in that 
purity and ſimplicity in which they were 
firſt taught and obſerved, and moſt agree- 


able to che plain, impartial interpretation 


of ſcripture. 


| Could we be content to ſtop here, as in 


all reaſon we ought, we ſhould have ng 
room to complain of ſo. many different 


ſes of chriſtians, ſome of them filling 
our very fields and barns with unlearned 
and unſtable teachers, ſpreading confu- 
ſion and error throughout the land. 


Theſe m men, under a pretence of further 
3 | refor- 


(618 ). 
reformation, refine away the very ſenſe of 
ſcripture; and inſtead of a pure and holy- 
religion; render chriſtianity an unintelli- 
gible jargon of enthuſiaſtic myſteries *. 


} "_ 


— 4 


* Mr. R—e ſpeaking of the Godhead, p. 153, of the 
work before mentioned, thus explains the doctrine of the 
trinity. Of his eſſence, of his perſonality, and of the office... 
of the divine perſons in the economy ofthe covenant, God 
has ſet before our eyes, in the agency of nature a lively © 
picture: for the grand agent in nature is the air, which / 
is one eſſence, whether it be rarefied- to its ſmalleſt 
parts in the action of fire at the orb of the ſun, or ſent 
out in light, or returned in groſs air to maintain and 
carry on this aQion of fire at the orb of the ſun, in 


which ſoever of theſe three diſtinct operations it be em- 


ployed, it is ſtill air; and accordingly, this unity of its 
eſſence, and diſtinction of its threefold agency, is de- 
clared in ſcripture to be the inſtituted type, in which 
we are to read the unity of the divine eſſence, and the 
offices of the three divine perſons ;” again, p. 1 54, It 
pleaſed the father to get glory to the divine juſtice and 


_ 


' holineſs by demanding ſatisfaction for ſin, — he was the 
avenger of ſin, and therefore air in the action of fire is 


his emblem. It, pleaſed the ſon to get glory to the 


divine love and mercy, by paying this ſatisfaction, and 
therefore his conſtant name is light. And it pleafed 
dhe eternal ſpirit to get glory to all the divine attributes 


by inſpiring dead ſinners with a deſire to be raiſed to 


newneſs of life, and then by breathing it into their 


foals, way carrying it on through of proce, until- 
In 


. 


(a9) - 


In former ages it was reckoned a la- 
bour of much ſtudy and learning to be 
able to give a juſt and inſtructive explana- 
tion of ſcripture: in our day every diſci- 
ple of theſe ſectaries not only throws a 
new light on difficult paſſages, but tells 
you with the utmoſt confidence, that un- 


leſs you believe in his interpretation of 


theſe paſſages, © you are in a ſtate of 


- © damnation ;* and ſome of our metho- 
— Gifts are arrived to ſuch a pitch of arro- - 


gance as is almoſt incredible. A ſtrip- 
ling who is under the immediate tutor- 
ſhip of their high prieſt, and is deſigned to ' 
enter into holy orders, after diſputing 
ſome time on points of religion with a 


venerable clergyman of the eſtabliſhed 


church, had the aſſurance, when he found 
he could not convince him by argument, 
to tell him plainly, that 00 and all his 


"of EY were damned. / 


What can be et: motives of their | 


* n for differin g from the eſtabliſhed 


"he bring them-to the life of glory, and therefore be 


knows no other name in ſeripture than ſpirit or air in 
motion. % 
C 2 church, 


( 20 ) 

church, and erecting ſpacious edifices, 
capable of holding ſuch vaſt congrega- 
tions? Is it pure and unbiaſſed love for 
mankind ?. Is it a deſire to ſettle chriſ- 
tianity on a more ſure and Jaſting foun- 
dation than it is at preſent? Or is it 
barely to recommend it with uncommon 
fervor and zeal? Surely they cannot lay 
claim to any of theſe motives ; if they 
do, what muſt. they think of the whole 
body of the clergy? Do not they ſhew a 
regard to the welfare of mankind and the 
propagation of chriſtianity ? Are there 
not a ſufficient number of them labour- 
ing in the vineyard ? Do not they en- 
deavour to ſettle the chriſtian religion on 
a ſure foundation? Are not their ſocieties 
for propagating the goſpel in foreign 
parts; and the inſtructions given in the 
charity ſchools at home a ſufficient proof 
that they uſe their utmoſt endeavours to 
tranſmit” our holy religion in its native 
- purity to poſterity ? Do not they in ge- 

neral recommend it from their pulpits. 
with a becoming zeal and fervor? They 
do. But it is with decency and modeſty, 
not 


" ys 
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not enforcing it with damnation at the 
end of every ſentence, but referring judg- 
ment and condemnation, with St, Paul, 

ce to the coming of the Lord, who will 
« bring to light the hidden things of 
« darkneſs, and make manifeſt the coun- 
& ſels of the heart.” If therefore none 
of theſe laudable purpoſes engage them to 
congregate ſuch multitudes, we muſt 
conclude that either ambition or intereſt 
is at the bottom of their extraordinary 
preachments. I know they will totally 
diſclaim the latter, and even ſtart at the 


charge, for they will tell you that they do 


not aſpire after church preferment there- 
by to enrich themſelves ; but in anſwer 
to this, give me leave -to conjecture that 
there are many ways of being paid for 
their extraordinary ſervices, perhaps ade- 
quate to the moſt valuable benefices * ; 


— _— * —_— Lakes - as + 


Upon a moderate computation the collections 
made at the two ſamous temples of the methodiſts, to- 
gether with the quarterly and weekly contributions for 
ſeats and other expences, amount to more than the 
revenues of the two beſt biſhopricks in the kingdom; 
and ml a-public and fair account is publiſhed at leaſt 
un. | every 


{98-3 
and that a negligent. and careleſs air 
about temporal concerns, and an affected 
diſregard of decency in apparel, do not 
wg denote Peay and abſtemiouſ- 
. 


There is a ſecret pride in ſome men's 
apparent humility ; and it is often found 


that great wealth and. a mean perſonal 
appearance are not incompatable; and 


until it can be proved that theſe over 
righteous teachers are not zmaſling riches 

contributions from their diſciples, I 
ſhall not readily acquit them of the 
charge of havin 8 Aer intereſt in 
| r view. 


A popular preacher, (who within the 
| very walls of our church) exalts himſelf 
into the judgment ſeat of his lord and 
maſter, and paſſes ſentence of damnation 
on the admiring croud, has lately aſſumed 


the external e of a! 2 


— 
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every ſix months of the money received = the mana- 

gers of theſe honſes, it may reaſonably be e 
chat they make merchandine of the peoples 

5 ſup⸗ 
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ſuppoſe he has altered his opinion, and 
now thinks that a ſpruce appearance is 
not conſiſtent with the humility of the: 
5 5 Let not him who is ſo remark- 
ably uncharitable as to damn mankind 
by wholeſale, wonder at my ſuſpecting 


that worldly intereſt is his aim; my ac- 


. cyfation amounts only to ſuſpicion; his 
ſentences of damnation are always pe- 
reg ptory and often fatal. 


" Since then I have ſhewn chat! it is not 
improbable, but. that ſome, of theſe 
teachers may be influenced by  ſelf-in- 
tereſt, and having no extraordinary ta- 
lents to recommend them to churetr pre- 1 
ferment, may have found this method 
of preaching anſwer their purpoſe as 
well: let us wave our further opi- 
nion on this head, and proceed to ex- 
amine how far ambition ſpurs them on 
to ſow the ſeeds of wer pop) —_— 
chriſtians. 


There are two ſorts of e 
bs nad and ſpiritual. Their preſump- 


tion 
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tion and felf-conceit deprive them of 
all hopes of gratifying the former; but 
is the very foundation of their poſſeſſing 
the higheſt enjoyments of the latter; 
and I make no doubt but that there is 

more pride in the heart of him Who has 
founded a tabernacle, than in his whoſe 

modeſt merit has raiſed him to an epi&- 

copal ſee. Self-conceit and preſumption 

I chuſe to diſtinguiſh as the grand cha- 
racteriſtics of ſpiritual pride: theſe are 

the ſteps by which they aſcend the ladder 

of ſpiritual ambition, and gain the ſum- 

mit of their grandeur, which f is an ex= x 
tenſiye power over deluded multitudes ; 

and a degree of reverence and homage | 

from the vulgar, which we can never 
ſuppoſe. was paid even to the apoſtles, 

nor- indeed required by them. Self- 

conceit whiſpers in their ears that they 

are better men and better chriſtians than 

their brethren :!——that they are ſe- : | 
lected ſhepherds to feed the flock of | 
Chriſt, hence they begin to dive. into 


keriptare for paſſages which they wrelt . 
h - 


( 25 ) «* 
in favour of their terrific form of 8 
ing the goſpel, and as. fear is ever predo- 
minant in weak minds, they endeavour 
to produce vouchers from holy writ to 
terrify the ignorant into the belief of 


their particular ſyſtems, making their ap- 
peals to the paſſion of fear, inſtead of en- N 


deavouring to implant in the minds of 
men a love of true religon, and a lively 


faith in Chriſt, by mild perſuaſives and 
the cool dictates of reaſon and argument; 


theſe will not ſerve their particular pur- 
poſes ; they are conſcious that the gene- 
rality of the clergy teach the goſpel in 


this laudable manner; and therefore if 
they only join in the ſame common me- 
thod there will be no opportunity of diſj- 
tinguiſhing themſelves, nor any pretence 


for ſetting themſelves up as the lights of 


the world, and the only infallible guides 


to eternal ſalvation. 


la fact it is the bulineſs of every 
founder of any new ſect of chriſtians in 
this kingdom, to endeavour to find out 


ſome hs in the manner of / preaching, 
and 


D 
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and i in the be of worſhip practiſed by 
the regular clergy ; henee ealumny, and 


falſe accuſation, branding the characters 
of our moſt eminent divines with negli- 
gence and inattention to the great duties 
of their office, and the moſt impudent 


and unlimited charges againſt the laity in 


1 general, for atheiſm and infidelity, at the 
very time they are joining in the publie 
worſhip of the church, and thereby af- 
ſenting to the truth of the chriſtian reli- 
gion. Would it not ſhock any foreigner, 
who underſtood our language, to hear a 
preacher in a chriſtian congregation,. tell 
his audience, © That they are a ſet of in- 
« fidels, that their attendance on the 
public worſhip of God, and their living 
« in the exacteſt obſervation of all moral 
« virtues, are but ſhining ſins in the fight 
of God, unleſs they come unto Chriſt, 
*« and waſh themſelves in the blood of the 

„Lamb?“ would he not be further ſur- 
_ priſed to hear another of theſe zealous 
preachers tell you, that, . the majority 
* of this great and flouriſhing kingdom 


t live- without Chriſt in their hearts: 
1 3 | | 0 are 6 
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.* are. deaf to his awa ning calls deli- 
. & vered by theſe his "righteous miniſters, 
« and ſlumber on in their fins, acting all 
&* manner of abominations, and eagerly 
<c purſuing eternal damnation, that, in this 
4 ſituation, their wives, their children, 
their eſtates and effects are given them 

- * for a curſe; that they had better part 
1 with them all, than want that inward 
« light and grace in their hearts, without 
« which there is no going to heaven: 
« that the ſtrait gate that leads to eternal 
4 happineſs is too narrow for Tplendid 
© equipages, and gaudy apparel, and all 
the poſſeſſors of theſe muſt go into 
_* outer ot ?” . Theſe and ſuch like 
low and unmanly expreflions make up 


great part of their ſermons, calculated to 
inſpire vulgar minds, with a great vene- 
ration for the preacher, and an utter con- 


tempt of all perſons of rank and fortune, 
in compariſon of whom they think them- 
ſelves ſaints on earth. Having ſue- 
ceeded thus far, the enthuſiaſtic preacher 
ſecures to himſelf, by expatiating on the 
heinouſneſs of apoſtatizing from him, by 
F 
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enlarging on the great and meritorious 
ſufferings he has undergone for the ſake 
of their ſouls, and from preaching on the 


"paſſion of our Saviour, makes an eaſy 


(though impious) tranſition to his own 
indefatigable ſervices, tells his children of 
God, „ what revilings and buffetings he 
has met with—how hard he has liboured 
in the vineyard of Chriſt—how he has 
ſtruggled for the preſervation of their 
precious ſouls, how he bas been deſ- 
piſed, ſpit upon, turned out of cities, and 
been rejected of men, for doing God's 
work, for ſeating Chriſt i in their hearts; “ 
and thus with the moſt powerful vocife- 
ration, and enthuſiaſtic warmth, he works 
on the paſſions of the gaping multitude, 
till the whole congregation reſounds with 
ſobs and ſighs; and ſpiritual groanings, 
which he receives as incenſe offered to 
his ſuperior piety and excellence; and, 


.* Some of theſe ſobs and ſighs however, we are 
afſured from good authority do not proceed from the 
heart; but are contributions towards keeping up the 
ſpiritual farce, performed by a ſet of mercenaries who 


- have a weekly allowance for their pious labours. 
in 


4 
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in the warmth of his imagination, 
*conceits himſelf - to be no leſs than the 
great apoſtle to the Gentiles, or perhaps 


ſeveralegrees above him. Thus he gra- 
tifies his ſpiritual pride, and holds i in con- 
tempt all the becoming dignities of the 


eſtabliſhed church; and, in this elevated 


ſtation of his own making, he does not 
confine himſelf to exhortations and edifi- 
cations, but deals in denunciations of 
wrath and eternal damnation, and aſſumes 


as much arbitrary power over the con- 
ſciences of men {by means of theſe en- 


gines of terror) as any NOT of Rome 
5 whatever, "Bi 


The upright 450 Geaftßes es . 
man who regularly performs the duties 


of his office in his church, is forced to 

| preach to very thin congregations; for 
moſt of the poorer ſort, ſervants eſpecially, 
are not content to hear ſound morality, 
and the pure doctrines of chriſtianity at 
their pariſh churches, they are continually 
running after every popular enthuſiaſt, 


who rails at their ſuperiors,” and tells 


them 
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them * He i is cammiſlioned to call cham 


to an adoption in Chriſt, to be his 
< elect, and to make them rich indeed, 


and make them far better gen than 
4 their worldly. maſters: :” to hi. there- 
Fore they bow and cringe, and by him 


chat they are regenerate, quite new 
creatures, and that all . reſt ma 7 5 


cane pertain. or 1 8 n Haan! 
'By means of fach 9 but ou 


five doctrines they are led into contribu- 
tions for defraying the expences of 
preaching, the goſpel out of the pale of the 
church and thus an unneceſſary charge 
is laid on thoſe who might hear the goſ- 
pel at their own pariſh churches, 415 


out it; but this I ſuppoſe will be eyaded 


by ſaying, with their uſual candour, that 
our divines do not take ſo much pains to 
convert finners to repentance as 1 do; 


they are taught to believe ſuch an inſtan- 
taneous converſion. worked i in their ſouls, | 


— 


I There are ſeveral perſons at preſent in our church, 


NE leiſure and WY and it is mueh to be 
| wiſhed 


+ We 
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and indeed, if the moſt nonſenſical ha- 
„ devoid” of all form and erder, 
and verwwofteti of decency itſelf,” be the 
proper method of preaching, and the beſt 
means of converſion ; theſe are the men 
1⁰ —_—y theſe are the only true divines. 


11 4 if virial pride, which T have 
Ne g iven a — has a place in the 

l preacher, it will naturally 
be tranſmitted to his diſciples; and every 
man's experience will furniſh him with 
inſtances amon ft his acquaintanee, of 
the behaviour of thoſe who are thus in- 
fected: they contemn all diſcourſes on 
morality, and the good eonduct of life: 
they take it for granted, that the world 
believes them to be complete obſervets 
of all the ſocial virtues ; and this they 
are led into by the example of their 
teachers, who ſcarce ever r touch upon 


2 
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wiſhed hes ould 3 them, in explaining the fone 
of © ſongs,” Preface to R——e's diſcourſes on the 
ſong : he likewiſe in the ſame-place dictates to theſe 
men of great abilities and leiſure, what method they 
ought to take in explaining of it. 


theſe 


« 327) 
theſe ſubjectn from the pulpit, either 
looking upon it as beneath the excellence 
of their office, or concluding, that thoſe 
of their on perſuaſion pay ſuch a ſtrict 
regard to the moral law, that they never 
violate any part of it, and conſequentl7 
can never need admonitions on that head. 
This chigh opinion of themſelves, thus 

openly countenanced from the pulpit, 
they carry into life, and build on it ſuch 
arrogant behaviour and inſolent conduct, 
as muſt amaze and aſtoniſh every man 
who has the uſe of reaſon : their ſpeeches 
are full of contempt of all ſuch as have 
not the light within, and all degrees of 
| ſubordination to ſuperiors they muſt in 
their hearts deſpiſe, becauſe they look 
upon their earthly maſters, relations, and 
friends, (if they are not methodiſts) 
as beings far inferior to themſelves, 
who are the elect of the Lord; hence 


they talk of the dread ſovereign of 
heaven and earth with the greateſt fa- 


miliarity, and as from his own mouth, 
pen ſentence on every indiſcreet word or 
action 


E 
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action of their bebe n nay urg e his 


Authority for diſobedience of he Juſt 
commands of cheir ſuperiots. 

A mall andeddte will lite this in a 
clearer light. Some time ſince in a 
* very popular city of this kingdom, a 
« great di ſturbance aroſe about one of 
oo the' itinerant, unſtable, and unlearned 
«© teachers,—who, from a good mender 
«of old ſtays, inſtantaheguſly became a 
« botcher of wounded ſouls; but un- 
44 happily at laſt was guilty of ſo 
% many open immoralities, that the 
& biſhop of the dioceſs thought” pro- 
% per to proſecute him in Wha eccle- 
« ſiaſtical court, in which he was 
4 moſt juſtly condemned ;— the conteſt 
* became warm, and a very worthy ge- 
« neral, who had the command of ſome . 
"ee ſoldiers quartered in the town, | pru- 
ee dently gave orders that none of his 
ce men ſhould attend this preacher, fearing 
they ſhould be induced to interfere in 
*. the” diſpute, and greatly add to the diſ- 
C turbances alteady begun : In the even- 


Sa þ 411522 'T 4 ing 
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ing he was informed that one of bis 
men had diſobeyed his orders; he ſent 

« for him, demanded the reaſon of his | 

_ © diſobedience, which he knew might 

ec be 1 with ſevere ug diſ- 


Ke + ” 
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« e to meet him at the 
Caſtle- hill, to hear his miniſter at ſix 
3 « 0 clock exactly: the general aſked 
Ki him how often he had been at ſermon ? 
* To which, he replied, but once before, 
06 but had converſed 995 the Are 
ee twice in e the 
ow, let Any man judge what 2 be 
the pride and preſumption of an old diſci- 
| .miliarly, of the Deity. However theſe 
,<-empirics in theology may . boaſt of ſuch 
* inſtantaneous converſions, of the 100ſ- 
«eſt and moſt profligate of mankind,” 


ſays an eminent A « and pretend 
« the 


, 


— 
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ce be malt ſudden changes in moral cha- 
« racters, let me not envy them, but 
« heartily, wiſh them more frequent and 
« ſincere ; ; for it is much to be doubted, 
« whether this method of dealing with 


men be agreeable to. the.courſe.of di- 


t vine providence in the works of nature, 


9 diſpenſations of grace. Time and 
46 means muſt be allowed for real changes; 
The ſeeds of virtue may be ſown. in an 
«inſtant, + the growth and la 

« muſt be gradual. r 2997 02 £39715! Sn 


The light within, which the methodifts | 


and others. ſo ſtrongly contend for, 'is no 
other than the effe of great preſump- 
tion and ſpiritual pride: it is called by 
ſome of them divine inſpiration; and 
though they are not able to perform : any 
miracles, yet they confidently aſſert that 
their teachers are no leſs inſpired than 
the apaſtles,, who gave theſe evident and 
well atteſted progfs of their divine com- 
miſſions... What wonder, then if theſe 


1 teachers (cha Wy haul aſſure 
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dition, all who diſſent from them in opi- 
nion; or, in other words, all WhO are 
not contributors iy "the fe” wy; have 
eſtabliſhed. | A 3068 Srl + 
1 This irt, wit within; or pee calls 
the meaneſt and moſt illiterate mechanic 
to the ſacred functions of the miniſtry ; 
it enables him to illuſtrate the divine 
myſteries of revelation; and at once con- 
ſtitutes him a fit inſtrument of convert 
ing ſinners to repentance, and of preſerv- 
ing and comforting thoſe who have al- 
ready experienced the faving grace, com- 
municated to them by” tis" Hiatt 

bis inſpiraiby f ſerves to 5 promote ſub- 
ſeriptions and contributions for new aſ- 
femblies in all parts of the town, under 
the direction of theſe unlearned and un- 
ſtable paſtors. Thus our churches, which 
are conveniently and abundantly planted 
in all parts of the metropolis, are more 
and more deſerted, and the cauſe of it 
ha eo imputed to the profaneneſs and 
2 wicked- 


1 
wickedneſs of the age, when at the ſame 


time thouſands and ten thouſands of the 
deluded multitude are ſo far from a total 
diſregard of all religion, that they are 
running in droves after every new doc- 
trine; and readily embracing every pre- 
tended reformation of our holy religion, 
which it ſeems is not taught in the eſta- 
bliſhed church with ſufficient purity for 
thoſe very people, who are on all hands 
charged as a nation with open profane- 
1 and a total neglect of religion 


The preacher who is followed by mul- 
titudes, and he who is almoſt totally de- 
ſerted, equally exclaim againſt the impi- 
ety of the age with the greateſt injuſtice; 
for it is owing to- the ſuperlative righ- 
teouſneſs of ſome men, and their grow- 
ing tired of the good old diſcipline of the 
eſtabliſhed church, that the latter is de- 
ſerted, and to a timidity and unbecoming 
diffidence of the ſufficiency of the ordi- 
nary practice of piety (which can only 
be removed by the light within,) that 

the former is indebted for the great in- 
creaſe 


( 38 
creaſe of his congregation.:1 but that age 
can never be diſtinguiſhed for infidelity 


and atheiſm, in which the deepeſt errors 
of fanaticiſm prevail; nor that city, 
wherein lectures upon lectures are daily 
held at all hours and all ſeaſons far, the 


| encouragement, and ſupport . of _enthyſi- 

| aſtic rant ;.; and for the maintenance of 
every illiterate torturer of holy writ, who 
thinks proper to leave bis ordinary vo- 


cation, (and by the aſſiſtance of the /ight 
within] to uſurp the authority of Crit 
and his apoſtles, and under the ſpecious 
pretence of reformation of manners, to 
fill his own e 4 reyelin Rohr 
DE þ — IG * © 

"6 A certain great man amongſt the methodilts, once 
on a ſabbath-day. preached ſo. excellent a ſermon, that 
a well diſpoſed ſtranger was ſo moved by it, that he 
was deſirous of becoming a convert, and with that 
- pious intent, intreated the fauour of dining .with"the 
preacher, which was granted. The pious hoſt hefore 
dinner made ſeveral apologies; for the plainneſy of the 
entertainment his gueſt was to expect, alledging as an 


excuſe that his lady never expected any body on the 


fabbath, nor did he admit any one but on ſuch godly 
) | oc- 


| 4; 39 ) 
11 15 matter of admiration that no 
writer has ever taken notice of the moſt 


the grand point that the leaders of the 
famous ſe& of methodiſts have in view. 
1 mean their deluſive and ſubtle compli- 
ance with moſt of the rites and ceremo- 
nies of the church of England; but 
more eſpecially with that part of it 


| which beſt ſerves their be eg. the book 


of common prayer. The pretended pu- 
ty of the methodiſts, their ſyſtem of re- 
dos their ſingularity of opinion in 


reſpect to the rigid obſervation of the 


abbath, frequenting play-houſes, and 
playing at cards, &c. and their notions 
about faith; regeneration, juſtification, 
free will, imputed ri ighteoulaels, and ſe⸗ 


Ariking proof, that temporal intereſt is 
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e as the * Dinner n "a after; 


and conſiſted of every delicacy the ſeaſon afforded, at 


which the pentleman expreffed ſome ſurprize, and the 
preacher told him they were only dedands, God's gifts, 
trifles ſent him by well diſpoſed chriſtians. This ſcene 
however prevented the young gentleman from becom- 
ing a convert; but made him a better member of the 
11 church than he had been heretofore. 


veral 


| 
| 
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mace! other curious doctrines that for- 


merly furniſhed the world with ſo many 


volumes of | uſeleſs lumber, are nicely 
conformable to the tenets. of the once fa- 


mous pope of Geneva. John Calvin; 


who then but would imagine that the 
congregations of our. modern fanatics 


| ſhould be made up of preſbyterians and 
independants, or at leaſt that their mode 


of worſhip ſhould be conformable to 
theirs, ſince their opinions are almoſt one 
and the ſame ?. But beware of miſ- 
takes,” ſays their high prieſt to himſelf, 


at his firſt ſetting out on his journey. to 
that pinnacle of worldly glory which, he 


has now arrived at, © jf I make uſe of 


« extemporary prayer alone, and reject 
« the form of prayer of the eſtabliſhed 
church, I ſhall indeed be admired by 


« my brother difſenters ; and by my pe- 


„ culiar eloquence may eſtabliſh a pretty 


little congregation from the ſeveral 


meeting houſes about town; but it 


-« will be at moſt but a poor benefice, 
« little better than a curacy, which 1 


40 might have hoped for without going 
| out 


( 41 ) 
* out of the common road, better thencom- 
e ply with—this' eſtabliſhed form, and 
« daily read it with enthuſiaſtic rapture, 
* though I am well convinced that many 
* ſentences in it ought to be expunged 
«© as the relics of popery : and that others 
46 directly contradict many of my favour- 
4 tte doctrines * which Iam to gain the 
* multitude.” | 


| Rightly judged, thou uncommon ge- 
nius, who, hadſt thou been bred to ſtate 
affairs, wouldſt have buried in oblivion | 
the names of Wolſey, Machiavel, and 
Walpole! 


We all know how difficult a taſk it is 
to combat and ſurmount. the prejudices 
of education; and I believe it will be 
allowed that the generality of our-com- 
mon people, receive the earlieſt impreſ- 
ſions in fayour of the Common Prayer- 
book; this once granted, we ſhall pre- 
ſently ſee how artfully the politician of 
Moorfields has played his card to fill 
both houſes. It is a common argument 


F in 
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in the mouths of his diſciples when em- 
ployed in the great work of converting 
poor dead ſouls, that going to Totten- 

ham-court is the ſame as going to 2 
' pariſh church for that they there make 
uſe of that excellent form of worſhip, 
the common prayer-book: by this bait 
multitudes are allured; and when once 
drawn to the rendezvous, their paffions 
are wrought upon in a manner too well 
known to need enlarging upon. The 
ſtrength and ſecurity of a nation con- 
ſiſts in the number of its inhabitants, 
and the ſame may be ſaid of every reli- 
gious body politic; but the analogy 
grows ſtronger, if we conſider that the 
principal ſuccour acquired by popularity, 
is an ample revenue to ſupport the dig- 
nity and honour of a nation. Now the in- 
creaſe of the multitudes - that reſort to 
both houſes in the other caſe, produces 
the ſame advantage to the high prieſt, 
who is the owner, and who, if I am 
rightly informed, will take tythes in 
kind, rather than fail, where caſh-is not 
to be had. How the immenſe ſums fo 

3 raiſed 
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raiſed are diſpoſed of, is another queſtion, 
but unworthy our notice, if they are im- 
properly raiſed ; and that they are, I be- 
| lieve no man will deny who has not loſt: 
the uſe of his reaſon in the gloomy paths 
of frantic enthuſiaſm. | 


Surely that muſt needs be a pious age 
in which any mechanic who deems him-: 
ſelf called to the miniſtry by inſpiration, 
if he is able to pay for licenſing a houſe, 
opens it as a chriſtian church, and is ſure. 
to have a ſufficient number of diſciples, 
either to feed his ſpiritual pride, by al- 
lowing his call from within, or by con- 
tributions to ſupport him in an eaſier 
way of life than his ſituation and cir- 
cumſtances would otherwiſe have allow- 
ed of. Strange effect of credulity in a 
chriſtian country, and under the eye of 
the beſt diſciplined church on earth, that 
men ſhould be deemed an inſpired 
preacher, and followed from one end of 
the town to the other, who cannot ſpeak 
good Engliſh, and do not underſtand 

the firſt rudiments of their native tongue! 
2 F. 2 Was 


OUS 7 
Was their inſpiration really from heaven, 
certainly that fountain of goodneſs from 


whence flowed the gift of divers tongues - 


to the apoſtles would enable theſe 
preachers to ſpeak at leaſt in the lan- 


guage of common ſenſe, that the learned 


as well as the unlearned, might partake 
of the benefit of their pious inſtructions, 
and not depart from their aſſemblies: with 
the utmoſt horror, ſhocked at men's 
preaching the goſpel in the meaneſt and 
moſt indecent. manner, uſing the loweſt: 
and moſt unmanly, and ſometimes the 
rudeſt expreſſions, in their addreſſes to 


mankind, on the nobleſt and moſt exalted! 
ſubject that ever dignified the tongue of 


eloquence; and if all orders of men have 


an equal claim to the preacher's concern 


for their immortal ſouls, how careful 
ought he to be, to ſpeak in the language 
of men, who aſcends a pulpit in this our 
day, when we make ſo much uſe of our 
intellectual powers, and re a ofthe regular 
arguments to convince us of the Row of 


any doctrine. D ' 


1 ike 
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Our Saviour ſhewed the ſame readineſs 
to do acts of mercy for the rich as the 
poor; but theſe his pretended diſciples, 
inſtead of drawing them to chriſtianity, 
by the cords of love, openly abuſe and 
rail at them, and even forbid them their 
places of worſhip, if they happen to drop 
into them by accident: an excellent me- 
thod this is of converting thoſe whoſe 
example might lead multitudes into the 
paths of righteouſnefs, which they pre- 
tend to teach the knowledge of. gut, 
« poor ſouls, ſay theſe charitable divines, 
& and their lay-teachers, let them alone, 
« (meaning the rich) they are going to 
hell headlong in their fine coaches ; and 
% would to God they would go by them- | 
« ſelves, and not take their ſervants along 
« with them ; but what with their din- 
« eing ſo Jate on the ſabbath, and other 
t diabolical contrivances, the poor ſer- 
« yants are hindered from attending the 
c words of life, and muſt go to hell with 
« their vile maſters*.” 


part of a ſermon | preached in the neighbourhood 
of Mark Lane, | : 
Here 
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| Here is fine reaſoning; are not theſe 


equitable appeals to men of ſuperior birth 


and education?” Is this the proper method 
of ſpeaking of our ſenators, our magiſtrates, 
our "gentry, and our merchants, before a 
giddy ignorant mob ? © certainly no. 
When a congregation is aſſembled, and 
partly compoſed of perſons of rank and 
fortune, a degree of reverence to his ſu- 
periors will guide the modeſt and truly 
chriſtian preacher, and teach him more 
becoming language. The example of 


our Saviour, who, even when he was 


reviled, reviled not again, will teach him 
more humility than to pronounce ſen- 


tence of condemnation without authority, 
and even without uſing the decent aud 
neceſſary means of amending thoſe whom 


they thus inſtantaneouſly damm. If vul- 
gar and uncharitable expreſſions, - if a 


| brutal and unrelenting ſpirit of damning . 
all to Hell who are not of a particular 
ſect, be the effect of the ligbt within, may 


the all · wiſe and infinitely kind Creator 
of the univetſe (who cauſeth his ſun to 


wire on the juſt and the unjuſt,) pre- 
ſetve 


; 


a 
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ſerve us in our happy darkneſs, and ſuffer 


us not to be led into temptation by theſe 
inſpired teachers—theſe * __ of 


: the week; 


= Sous not lies be underſtood to in- 
ſinuate, that a preacher ſhould beaſhamed 


to name ſuch a place as hell before a po- 


lite audience. This is an extreme on the 
other fide : I only would have it remem- 
bered, that there is a way of convincing, 
men of the beauty of holineſs, and the 

amiableneſs of chriſtianity, by ſound . 
reaſon and argument, which has been 
practiſed with ſucceſs by the moſt emi- 
nent divines in all ages ſince the foun- 
dation of chriſtianity, and is better adap- 
ted to teach the kind and charitable pre- 
cepts of the goſpel, than this enthuſiaſtic - 


_ thundering out damnation at the end of 


ey ſentence. x 


Be ye iſ as ſerjents, but 1 ia 
Sites; ſays our faviour ; but are theſe the 
innocent doves, who inſtruct men to go 
home, and tell every branch of their fa- 
44>; g mi- 
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les; and perhaps their whole neifhbour-": 
hood, that nefity are in a ſtate of dam- 


or, in other words, if they are not fol- 
lowers of the moſt diſtinguiſhed enthu- 

fiaſtic preachers. - Would not one think 

that theſe men had read our Sayiour's 
precept thus: Seem ye innocent as 
« doves, but be venomous as ſerpents, 
fince with their bitter [tongues they thus 

curſe mankind, and repreſent the Deity 

as an implacable Being, not to be ap- 
peaſed but by continual repetitions of 
enthuſiaſtic rant, and the moſt horrid 

barbariſms. | 


Having ee the light within, or 
inward inſpiration, give me leave to ob- 
ſerve, that if it is derived from heaven, 


knowledge they may have of it within 
themſelves, yet in order to evince reaſon- 

able men of the truth of this aſſertion, 

it will be neceſſary that it ſhould enable 

them to work ſome miracle; and we 

bave the higheſt reaſon to expect this 

: from 


nation, if they have not the hight within, 


as they aſſert, whatever experimental 


Y 
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from the goodneſs of God, who (always 
afforded this evidence of their divine 
commiſſion to his inſpired miniſters, and 
would certainly give - this teſtimony to 
our modern enthuſiaſts, Whenever their 
own authority failed of converting ſinners 
to reperitatice and ſalvatiom which is the 

great end of the chriſtian diſpenſation. 
And if theſe men were really. the ehoſen 
prieſts of the moſt high God; he world 
mot certainly i his great mercy, give 
ſome ſtronget teſtimohiy of it, than their 
ty affertioh, 10 convinte an unbetiering 8. 


fned to a few "ſectaries: ſince they no 
man can | have. "any other” elidence of a 
preacher's "Tnſpiration, © than miracles, 8 
which are the natural proofs” of it, eſta- 
bliſhed by ſcripture, a0 allowed by W- * 
ſon; and no ſuch evidence has yet, ap- 7 
peared for | the di ſting guiſheq | 2 fg a +. 
preachers of our day, let us candidly hops p "4 
they are ' miſtaken | about "this 9257 
. and 1 "that i it is the effect o of. 


= 


- 
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tance, and apt to fancy every enthaſiaſtic 
rhapſody to be an inſpiration from above; 
and let us not reſt a point of ſo. great im- 
portance to us as our eternal ſalvation on 


the mere ipſe dixit of a diſtempered brain. 


„When God, ſays a late eminent writer, 


e is pleaſed to make any extraordinary. 


00 manifeſtation of his will, he does not, 


I preſume, ſupercede the uſe of our 


«natural faculties; or take away the or- 
« dinary aſſiſtance of that . he 
«with: «which he. has endowed us. 


this alone indeed we are Ae to 
. « diſcern the nature and meaning of any 
new lights or diſcoveries, which he 
« may vouchſafe to communicate to us: 


« nor ought we to receive them as lights 
« communicated by him, without ſuch a 


or ' proyious examination. $40 


py b 1 do not e And that got . of < our 


6 religion, or thoſe who were commiſſioned 


« by him to teach it to the world, ever re- 
6 quired men to yield their aſſent, before, 


they had afforded them the proper evi- 


6 dence on which i it mightbe founded; or 


that 


11 
6 
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« that they referred them to their inward 


« feelings and nf; as that proper 


t evidence *.“ 


The — — TW who heartily 


wiſh our religion to be falſe, but cannot 
with all their art prove it ſo, may reaſon- 
ably retort on theſe men, that they do 
not pretend to prove the truth of it; but 
reſt it ſolely on the light w3tbin, which 
is the. key of all ſpiritual knowledge; 
and een Aaken, a man a chriſtian. 


. 


What a i it is to a cheitianity, 
80 men ſhould. value themſelves more 
upon being called after the name of any 
particular ſect, than on the practice of 
thoſe duties which conſtitute the cha- 
racter of a good chriſtian ! The queſtion 


is not now, who is the moſt charitable 


and devout, who is moſt in favour with 


God and man, for uncommon piety to the 


Principles and practices of the methodiſts further 
conſidered, in a letter to the Rey. Mr, George White- 
field, p. 23, p. 49 
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one, and untverſul love and benevolence 
to the-othet ?*=But who has received the 
light within? Who has experienced the 
wildeſt extaſies, the moſt enthuſiaſtic 
raptiires, and Huftied away by the work- 
ings of a deluded imagination, has lent 
tlie greateſt affiſtance towards fatwarding 
the 'putpoſes ef defgfling Preachers; 
"0 Who want” to darch the che, to be the 
1 leaders of} Fs, to give names to multi- 
* tudes, to e admired or entichid* vier 
the vifeats bf the modern Tpirit called by 
the falſe name of divine inſpiration. It 
Alternately enge, it gtoane it fighs, it 
wer ps; it chunidere out damnation, it 
bawls in tabernäeles, it raves in ohr 
inrevts; it Hast in odr houſes. It 
diſting paitive fel from ihe Ipirit of truth; 
by its dock mes, it teaches; for the peace 
- able; chatituble, eompaſſionate dictates of 
| the holy ſpirit of God, the diabolical dio- 
tates Of the ſpirit of eben en hereſies, 
curlings, and e | 


tnt . 


Prom theft 110 on the” gr aortbin, 


Jet me now proceed to touch upon the 
con- 
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confeſſions required more eſpecially from 
the female part of their followers, prepara- 
tory to the receiving this inward light ; con- 
feſſions generally taken at private meetings, 
and, in my humble opinion, falling little 
ſhort of the auricular confeſſions ſo much 
praftiſed in the Romiſh church. Do not 
theſe examinations ſerve to eſtabliſh the 
authority of the prieſt, and often to ex- 
poſe weakneſſes in families, and parti 
culat perſons, which may be turned to 
the advantage of deſigning men; and if 
theſe inſpiredprieſts will anſwer for their 
own purity and integrity, ſurely they will 
pot. pretend t to do it for all r lay- 
. 9000. 

If they will not, as I thiok hey cannot, 
certainly this kind ef confeſſion is un- 
warrantable, and neither that, nor the 
light within, were ever aſſumed by thoſe 
celebrated writers, and ſucceſsful preach- 
ers, Tilleſſan, South, &c. whoſe.names will 
ſtand on record, as eminent ornaments of 
the chriſtian religion, when every ſpecies 
of enthuſiaſm and error 2 N by: ne in 


lion. 
That 
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That the public may in ſome meaſure 
be ſatisfied: of the exiſtence of theſe par- 
ticular confeſſions, I ſhall here inſert A, 


few bills: faithfully copied from the ori- 
ginals, now in my hands, which were. 


offered to be put up in a church not far 
from Temple - Bar, at ſuch time only as a 
gentleman often mentioned in this little 
work, was to preach. I chuſe to give 
them in their own orthography; and I 
leave the world to judge what ſort of 
private tutoring the poor wretches aul. 
have o had, 58 e 5 
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aper of this a are filed for 
an anden women that diſires to know nn 


ene 
Sir, a this congr auld * 
fired for a perſon that liveth in a particular fin, 
though he prays to Jeſus and tryeth to con- 
quer it. Still when it cometh. in bis way, is 


guilty of it again. | 18 
1 IV. 


a 
1 
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The prayers of this congregation are deſired 
for a perſon in a deep conſumption of W and 

e ** 
The prayers of this congregation is deſired 
for the converſion of 4 Parent and other near 
and dear Felatidas. | 


| VI. 

; ni defired for a poor widow that is 

full of doubts by hearing B far a hippocrite 

may go, and ſtill be a hippocrite, and humbly 

defires of the Lord 1 drive away the hoſt of 

Pbiliſtians, that ſhe may draw water out of the 
wells of e Amen. 


© Before: I conclude theſe curſory re- 
marks on the conduct of thoſe who draw 
off the vulgar from their attendance on 
their pariſh miniſters, let me juſt take 
notice of the uſual behaviour of an en- 


thuſiaſtic mob towards one of their ad- 
mired preachers. No ſooner does he 


deſcend from the pulpit, but the pious 


converts WIR around him; and, in ſpite 
ps. 


"_— 


C02 
of all oppoſition, force their way to his 
facred perſon, happy if they can but 
touch the hem of his garment, but hap- 
pier {till if they can but conduct him 
amidſt Agbs and ſobs, to the veſtry, and 
there by turns take a peep at this faint 
upon earth, or, if favoured with accels, | | 
feed his abundant vanity with, the moſt 
fulſome encomiums on his great and un- 
wearied attention to the concerns of their 
. precious ſouls. How much more like 

the goſpet humility would it be, to fee 
one of theſe divines turn to the attending 
croud, and tell them to go regularly to | 
their pariſh churches, and bring ſufficient f 
proofs from thence of the inability of the 
- miniſters, (to whoſe care they are com- 
| mitted) to teach them the law and the 
alfa in fach multitudes and ſo far 
from their home, as if all the clergy of 
the eſtabliſhed church were ignorant, or 
unwilling to teach them. This beha» 
viour would be more like a. chriſtian. 


prieſt, than aſcending the pulpit to rail 
at their brethren ; and by inſinuating, 


that. 


m 9 0 
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that they neglect their duty, to draw 
aſide their congregations, and engage 
people to contribute to their own private 
meetings and aſſemblies. Iwould gladly 
hear of ſuch an exhortation as the above; 


it would ſhew more candor, however, I 


am afraid, than would be 9 with 
their gl. 


From the 8 EK I muſt conclude, that 
theſe men have no foundation from ſcrip- 
ture, reaſon, or common humanity, to 


aſſert that all men muſt die and be damned, 


who are not of their perſuaſion, or, in 


other words, who have not experienced 
the light within, much leſs to be fo blaſ- 
phemous as to ſay, Hear it from the 
mouth of the lord, ſuch expreflions are 
intolerable before a mixed con gregation 
of chriſtians. If what I have ſaid ſhould 
tempt any.one-to ſearch further into the 


ways of theſe men, if he will but take the 


| pure 3 wb word of God, contained 
in the ſcriptures for his guide, and make 


uſe of his intellectual powers as that very 


ſetipture requires him to do, he will have 


more 
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more and more reaſon to believe, that 
ſuch preachers are not the true ſervants 
of the moſt high God, who is long-ſuf- 


fering, and of great kindneſs, who doth 
not reward men after their i iniquities, nor 
puniſh them according to their ſins; 
whoſe tender mercies are over all his 


works, who is there deſcribed to be a 


God of love, of infinite pmg and 
ſurpaſſing mercy. 


Will ſuch a gracious OY ohitige us 
into the depths of deſpair, and ſentence 
us to eternal damnation for doubting in 


| matters of faith? Or will he doom us to ; 


utter darkneſs for want of the light with- 
in? impious thought! how contrary this 
to the amiable declarations of mercy de- 
livered by his ſon. He told a man who 
had only in part fulfilled the moral law, 
that he was not far from the kingdom of 
heaven : how mild is his reproof to Mar- 
tha, who, as miſtreſs of the family, was 
not only too buſy in preparing an enter- 
tainment for Gone but enen attend- 


co) Wa 


ing on his divine precepts, and kr” 4 * 
likewiſe to take her ſiſter from her de- 


votions. Martha! Martha! ſays he, 5 
thou art cumbered about many things, 
* but one thing is needful, &c. Not 
according to the preſent practice of his 
pretended diſciples i in parallel caſes, who 
ſay to people of rank and fortune, 
Fe are buſy in preparing your entertain- 
< ments, &c. which makes ye negle& the 
words of life, ye will go to belts ye wall . 
6 dle and be damned. 


Examine candidly the precepts and 
doctrines preached by our Saviour, and 
the life he led on carth, 


> His whole ae on the mount 
dende the warmeſt ſpirit: of peace and 
charity; and ſo far is he from ſaying, 
according to our modern enthuſiaſts, that 
good works is only waſhing: the outſide 
of the platter, (I uſe their own words) 
that he ſeems to have made it his pe- 
culiar care to eſtabliſh the nobleſt 
ſyſtem of morality; and to connect it 
with our very beings as chriſtians. 


View 


i. 1 him i in his life and converſation, 
how condeſcending! how mild! how 


benevolent! ſee him on every occaſion, 
exerciſing his divine power, in acts of 
mercy and compaſſion, without reſpect 


of perſons, or perſuaſions, rejecting the 


prayers of neither rich nor poor, Jew 


nor Gentile, when implored to relieve the 


bodily infirmities they laboured under, 
and, by the kindeſt demonſtrations of 
love, convincing-men of the amiableneſs 
of his holy religion, and the great cha- 


blends N. its ee 13 


The more you view this portrait Fo 


Chriſt, the greater the unlikeneſs appears 


between him and our modern enthuſiaſts, 
Did he ever exalt his voice, and disfigure 
bis features, with enthuſiaſtic rage, to 


damm the greateſt part of his audience? 


No: he very rarely expreſſed himſelf in 


auſtere terms; and if he did, was not he 


the Lord and giver of life? And were 
not his denunciations chiefly againſt thoſe 


who had diſputed his authority, mocked 


his precepts, and n the Holy-Oge 5 


of 


— 
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| apoſtles to lord it over his e and 
| revile his brethren? No; yet his choſen, . | 
miniſters - were but twelve in number, 
whereas, I truſt in God, that he has now 

many hundreds in our eſtabliſhed church- 


es, who both by their lives and doctrines ſet 
forth his true and lively word, and yet have 
been charged with ignorance of chriſti- 
anity, and neglect of their duty, with a 
view -of perverting the weak members of 


their congregations, and of turning them 


aſide to hear the goſpel, inhumanly man+ 
gled, and cruelly miſinterpreted, to ſerve 
the purpoſes of inieręſt or ambition. Give 
' but asdiligent and unbiaſſed an attention 


by theſe men, and you will ſoon find the 
great diſparity between their lives and, 
that of our. ſaviour, betwixt their doc- 
trines and his, and when once you are 
convinced that there is no occafion for 


light within, to enable you to practiſe 


to your own. reading of the {criptures, as 
you do to the falſe interpretation of it; 


any extraordinary impulſes, or fallacious 


the great truths of the goſpel, and that a ; 
| | mo- 
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pious diſpoſition to believe the ſacred 
wuyfſteries of our holy religion as conſo- 

nant to that reaſon, is All the light with- 
in, that is required of ydu'; + yott Wilthen 


48J ſeriouſly and devoutly attend on your p 


rochialminiſters, and be every daymore and 
more convinced of their ability, integrity, 
and induſtry to make you good chriſtians, 
and uſeful members of ſociety: to their 
care I recommend you, and heartily wiſh 
you may regard the advice given you, as 
flowing from a heart warmed with fin- 
cere love of mankind, and willing to G 
ſtinguiſh true religion from f 
and error, to oppoſe the amiable doc 
. trines of univerſal love and charity, to 
* the churliſh tenets of enthuſiaſm, and to 
recommend unity among chriſtians, from 
a view of the unamiableneſs of diflentica 


May the goodneſs, of the 5 intention an- 
ſwer for the deficiencies of the execution; > 


and theſe remarks experience that chriſti 
an 1 ory were Mosped to promote. 
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